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“Alasdair Roberts is one of the most thought-
ful scholars working in public administration 
today, and Strategies for Governing is an 
important and challenging book. It will be an 
instant classic—a must-read for established 
researchers and budding scholars.”

—Donald F. Kettl, University of Texas at 
Austin, author of The Politics of the Adminis-
trative Process, 7th Edition

“Just in time, Alasdair Roberts makes a 
provocative argument urging public admin-
istration to return to basics! Strategies for 
Governing rediscovers the field’s roots and 
describes a conceptual and practical route 
back to relevance in public life.”

—Mary E. Guy, University of Colorado—Den-
ver, author of Essentials of Public Service

With the fields of public administration and public management 
suffering a crisis of relevance, Alasdair Roberts offers a provocative 
assessment of their shortfalls. The two fields, he finds, no longer 
address urgent questions of governance in a turbulent and dan-
gerous world. Strategies for Governing offers a new path forward for 
research, teaching, and practice. Leaders of states, Roberts writes, 
are constantly reinventing strategies for governing. Experts in pub-
lic administration must give advice on the design as well as execu-
tion of strategies that effective, robust, and principled. Strategies for 
Governing challenges us to reinvigorate public administration and 
public management, preparing the fields for the challenges of the 
twenty-first century.

Alasdair Roberts is Director of the School of Public Policy and 
Professor of Political Science and Public Policy at the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst. He is author of America’s First Great De-
pression and The End of Protest. Follow him on Twitter @alasdair-
roberts.
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