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The field of public policy analysis
• A scholarly field like political science and economics

– Departments and schools of public policy or public administration (like SPP)
– Courses and textbooks in public policy analysis

• Showing to solve policy problems
– Degrees: MPP, MPA, PhD in Public Policy

• A professional field as well
– Policy analysts work in government agencies, for elected officials, for advocacy 

groups, and for businesses

• Emerged in late 1960s and early 1970s

• How differs from other disciplines?
– Action-oriented, prescriptive

• Difference between advocacy/mobilization?
– Dispassionate analysis
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The craft of policy analysis
• How do we find the best way to solve a public problem?

• Steps:
– Define the problem

– Define “policy options”

– Define criteria for evaluation

– Evaluate options

– Choose the best option

• Policy analysis as a radical project
– Rejecting tradition, authority, peer pressure
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Policy challenges in this century

• Demography
– Urbanization
– Young and old populations
– Cross-border migration
– Internal migration

• Economy
– Economic integration
– Economic inclusion
– Land and labor market reform

• Technology
– Automation and jobs
– Social media and politics
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• Geopolitics
– Rise of China

• Climate
– Changing weather patterns
– Extreme weather events

• Social justice
– Respect and equality

• These policy challenges 
are:
– Complex
– Interconnected
– Dangerous: “fatal synergies”
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Getting things done:
Problems of federalism and liberalization

• India’s governmental structure
– Central government
– 28 states and 8 union territories
– 4,449 urban local government bodies
– 262,834 rural urban local government bodies
– 298 centrally-controlled PSEs

• Emphasis on market-friendly policies:
– Regulating and cooperating with markets to provide key 

services
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Getting things done: the democratic challenge
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Sen, Amartya (1999). Development as Freedom. Oxford, 
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The task for students of public policy

• How do we build a world in which people
– Can live in physical safety?
– Have access to education, healthcare, and other services 

they need to thrive?
– Are treated with respect and equality?
– Can participate in the government of their country through 

democratic processes?
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